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Design Objectives:

• Preserve all Heritage 
trees

• Minimize removal of 
other trees, especially 
Significant trees, 
meaning any tree 38” 
circumference or above 

• Improve the diversity and 
resiliency of the park’s 
urban forest

Urban Forest + Ecology

Heritage trees

Significant trees

Other trees

Legend



Urban Forest + Ecology
Existing Conditions:
(Independent 2021 Tree Survey
by Davey Tree)

• 787 existing trees
• 6 Heritage trees
• 394 Significant trees

• 53 different species

• Coast live oak is the most 
common species with 248 trees

• Other common species include 
coast redwood, bay laurel, valley 
oak and Italian buckthorn 

• 80% canopy coverage

Species Composition
● The majority of the tree population (60%) is represented by 4 native species: coast live oak (Quercus

agrifolia), valley oak (Q. lobata), coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens), and bay laurel
(Umbellularia californica).

● The remaining 40% of the population is comprised of 49 species.

Botanical Name Common Name Tree Count Frequency (%)

Quercus agrifolia Coast live oak 248 31.8

Sequoia sempervirens Coast redwood 103 13.2

Umbellularia californica Bay laurel 65 8.3

Quercus lobata Valley oak 62 7.9

Rhamnus alaternus Italian buckthorn 35 4.5

Prunus ilicifolia Hollyleaf cherry 28 3.6

Ligustrum ovalifolium Privet 26 3.3

Pittosporum undulatum Victorian box 17 2.2



Considerations:

• Species, age and diversity

• Tree health and structure 
The 2021 Tree Survey found 
the overall condition of the tree 
population was: 

• Excellent
• Good  
• Fair
• Poor
• Critical
• Dead

0%
31.5%
46.9%
18.6%
1.9%
1.1%

• Maintenance 
recommendations

• Habitat + ecological function

Urban Forest + Ecology



Urban Forest + Ecology
Why is the Flood Park urban forest important to you?



Improve canopy 
health and 
resilience/
Diversity 

Preserve existing 
trees, especially 
Significant trees

Increase 
biodiversity and 

habitat value

Plan for climate 
change

Other

Goals:

Urban Forest + Ecology

Heritage trees

Significant trees

Other trees

Trees within sports 
field footprint
(potential tree 
removal)

Legend



Urban Forest + Ecology
How would you rank the importance of these goals to the future of 
Flood Park?

Improve canopy 
health and 

resilience/diversity 

Preserve existing 
trees, especially 
Significant trees

Increase 
biodiversity and 

habitat value

Plan for climate 
change Other
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Design Objectives:
 
• Rehabilitate and expand 

recreational facilities at 
Flood Park for youth and 
families

• Accommodate 
simultaneous use by 
organized sports teams 
and drop-in play

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL

PUMP 
TRACK

TENNIS/PICKLEBALL

BASKETBALL

LARGE MULTI-USE

VOLLEYBALL

SMALL MULTI-USE

ALL 
ABILITIES 

PLAY

NATURE 
PLAY

Sports + Active Recreation



Considerations:

• Balance of organized + 
informal use

• Target age groups for 
facilities

• Flexibility of facilities

• Access for people of all 
abilities

Sports + Active Recreation

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL

PUMP 
TRACK

TENNIS/PICKLEBALL

BASKETBALL

LARGE MULTI-USE

VOLLEYBALL

SMALL MULTI-USE

ALL 
ABILITIES 

PLAY

NATURE 
PLAY



LARGE MULTI-USE FIELD 
BASEBALL FIELD; SOCCER OR LACROSSE

SMALL MULTI-USE FIELD 
SOCCER OR LACROSSE (NO FENCE)

TENNIS/PICKLEBALL COURTS

SAND VOLLEYBALL

BASKETBALL

PUMP TRACK

Clarifications:

• Approved program elements + 
locations and size

• Field surfacing options

• Restrictions on lighting + fencing

• Multi-use facilities + daily/peak 
capacity

Sports + Active Recreation



Which sports/activities would you come to play?

SOCCER

BASKETBALL 

LACROSSE

VOLLEYBALL

TENNIS/PICKLEBALL

NONE, OTHER 

BASEBALL, SOFTBALL 

PUMP TRACK 

Sports + Active Recreation



Sports + Active Recreation
Play Areas

Design Objectives:

• Increase the vibrancy of 
the park.

• Meet the needs of youth 
and families through 
expanded uses. 

• Create destination play 
areas that include all 
abilities play.

• Foster connections to 
nature. 

BASEBALL/SOFTBALL

PUMP 
TRACK

TENNIS/PICKLEBALL

BASKETBALL

LARGE MULTI-USE

VOLLEYBALL

SMALL MULTI-USE

ALL 
ABILITIES 

PLAY

NATURE 
PLAY



Sports + Active Recreation
Play Areas

What are some possible theme ideas for the play areas?
Some examples:

LAND

ETHEREAL/UNIQUE

SEA

NATURE

FOREST

LOCAL CULTURE AND HISTORY 



Sports + Active Recreation
Play Areas

What are some possible theme ideas for the play areas?



Sports + Active Recreation
Play Areas

How would you rank the importance of these elements?

SMALL SLIDE SAND 

ROPE STRUCTURES 

SPINNING ELEMENTS 

TUNNELS 

SWINGS 

NATURAL ELEMENTS 



How would you rank the importance of these elements?

BIG SLIDE TOWER BRIDGE 

Sports + Active Recreation
Play Areas

CLIMBABLE FEATURES

FLEXIBLE/SCULPTURAL TENSILE STRUCTURESSWINGING ELEMENTS



What else is important for the playground?

BENCHES/SEATING ART/MURALSTABLES

Sports + Active Recreation
Play Areas

SHADE PLANTS/NATUREHILLS/TOPOGRAPHY
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Historic Resources + Gathering Areas

Design Objectives:

• Flood Park has evolved over 
time.

• The park can illustrate important 
histories and stories of the 
communities who have shaped 
the land.



Early Era

10,000+
1769

1795

The Ohlone people 
have a rich history 
on the San Francisco 
Peninsula that dates 
back thousands of 
years and continues 
today.

Portola 
Expedition: 
A Spanish 
expedition, 
led by Gaspar 
de Portolà.

Rancho de las 
Pulgas was a 
35,240-acre 
Spanish land 
grant in present 
day San Mateo 
County.

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



Linden Towers 
constructed.

WPA division 
utilized to develop 
the construction of 
Flood Park. 

Large swimming 
pool complex 
and baseball field 
constructed.

Mid Era

1875

1930s 1940s

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



Renovations add 
playground facilities, 
Oak Picnic Area, and 
accessible restrooms.

Baseball field closes 
for renovation.

Re-imagine Flood Park 
Master Plan.

Today: Realize 
Flood Park.

Modern Era

1988

2011

2015-2020

2022

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



Site Resource: Adobe Structures

• Flood Park’s adobe Administration building 
and outbuildings were built in the late 1930s 
by the Works Progress Administration (WPA), 
by 50-100 workers.     

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



Site Resource: Adobe Structures

• Adobe bricks for the building walls were 
made by hand in the park.

• Combined water, soil, straw, and bonding 
elements in an old bread mixer, poured 
into forms, and dried in the sun.

• Redwood doors and the picnic table 
planks were hand-hewn from redwood 
trees from Memorial County Park.     

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



Design Objectives: Adobe Structures

• Documenting, preserving, and adapting the historic structures is a primary goal of this project.    

RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg  FFlloooodd  PPaarrkk  | Existing Structure Assessment Overview

• Community/ Event Space

• Restroom/ Visitor Amenities

• Visitor/ Interpretive Center

• Food/ Beverage Service Kiosk

• Storage 

• Multifunctional/ Auxiliary

Admin Bldg Program Options

SF SF SF

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg  FFlloooodd  PPaarrkk  | Existing Structure Assessment Overview

Adobe Admin Office Building

Admin building looking NE

Admin building interior at central room

• Retain and Rehabilitate:
• Address and correct sources of rising damp at base of 

adobe walls

• Remove inappropriate coatings and repair deteriorated 
adobe masonry

• Repair retained windows, doors, and wood framing 
members

• Replace roof and flashing

• Prepare substrates and re-paint with appropriate coatings

• Provide anchorage of perimeter roof framing to concrete 
bond beams at top of walls

• Check roof diaphragm capacity spanning between walls

• Verify in-plane capacity of adobe walls

Administration Building
Rehabilitation:

• Prevent moisture from collecting 
at the base of adobe walls

• Repair adobe masonry

• Repair existing windows, doors 
and wood framing

• Replace roof and flashing

• Anchor roof framing to concrete 
beams 

• Check roof and wall structural 
capacity

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



Administration Building
Potential:

• The Administration Building sits in 
the heart of Flood Park. New plazas, 
playgrounds and restrooms will be 
built nearby. 

• All updates will respect the historic 
status of the building.     

ADMIN.
BUILDING

OAK
PICNIC AREA

DROP-OFF

PROMENADE

ALL-ABILITIES
PLAY

AMPHITHEATER

GATHERING
PLAZA

GATHERING
PLAZA

RESTROOM

SMALL MULTI-
USE FIELD

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



What is your preferred use for the Administration Building?

?

RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg  FFlloooodd  PPaarrkk  | Existing Structure Assessment Overview

Admin Bldg Program Options: 
Community/ Event Space
Similar Precedents:

• San Mateo Arboretum Society, Kohl Pumphouse

• Shoreline Center, 780 SF interior, 700 SF exterior

• Temescal Beach House

• Marin Art and Garden

RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg  FFlloooodd  PPaarrkk  | Existing Structure Assessment Overview

Similar Precedents:

• Flywheel Coffee at Golden Gate Park

• Lands End Visitor Center

Admin Bldg Program Options:
Retail/ Food Beverage

RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg  FFlloooodd  PPaarrkk  | Existing Structure Assessment Overview

Similar Precedents:

• Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park, Chicken Coop Restroom 
Facility, 650 SF

Admin Bldg Program Options:
Restrooms

RReeiimmaaggiinniinngg  FFlloooodd  PPaarrkk  | Existing Structure Assessment Overview

Similar Precedents:

• Antelope Valley Indian Museum

• Presidio Visitor Center

Admin Bldg Program Options: 
Visitor/ Interpretative Center

COMMUNITY/EVENT 
SPACE

FOOD/BEVERAGE 
SERVICE KIOSK

VISITOR/INTERPRETIVE 
CENTER

OTHER 

RESTROOM/
VISITOR AMENITIES

Historic Resources + Gathering Areas



Sports + Active Recreation
Picnic Areas

Design Objectives:

• We will maintain the existing 
quantity and capacity of 
drop-in (20) and reservable 
(8) picnic sites

• Improve the facilities and 
increase the flexibility of use

• Incorporate user experience 
and program adjacencies



Sports + Active Recreation
Picnic Areas
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Park hours and use
Hours The Park opens at 8am. Closing time changes 

seasonally, and is posted.

Pets Pets are not allowed in the Park. 

Fires Barbeques are allowed only in barbeque pits  
using charcoal; no portable barbeques.

Smoking No smoking in County Parks, on trails, or at 
historical sites.

Please protect the Park’s natural environment and do not 
disturb or remove any plants or animals. 

Trails 
A number of paved trails wind through Flood Park.

 Walkers, runners, and bicyclists share 
these trails. Please be alert and courteous 
to all trail users.

 Bicyclists always yield to other trail users.

This area is approximately 80' with 0% slope and an asphalt, wood chips

surface. Pine and Oak trees provide some shade, but it is mostly sunny.

Expect warm to hot weather in the summer; light breeze in the afternoons.

A nearby volleyball court and horseshoe pit are available on a first-come-

first-served basis. Barbecues can be raised or lowered. Parking is shared

among all park users and is available on a first-come-first-served basis.

Private vehicles are not allowed in the picnic areas. Deliveries, caterers,

and groups with large quantities of supplies must be approved by park

staff. Please contact the reservations desk for availability, fees, regulations

and any questions you may have. See group picnic fees for pricing

information.

Jumpers are permitted in this area. Learn how to obtain a jumper permit.

Recreational play structure fees apply.

Bay Picnic Area

As of Aug. 3, 2021, San Mateo County requires everyone to wear a face covering while indoors, per the local health
order. Learn More.

 COUNTY OF SAN MATEO
PARKS DEPARTMENT

MANZANITA PICNIC AREA
 PEOPLE: 40

TABLES: 4

PINE PICNIC AREA
 PEOPLE: 100
TABLES: 20

OAK PREMIUM PICNIC AREA
 PEOPLE: 200

TABLES: 24

BAY GROUP PICNIC AREA 
 PEOPLE: 75
TABLES: 8

FIR PICNIC AREA
 PEOPLE: 50

TABLES: 5

REDWOOD PICNIC AREA
 PEOPLE: 50

TABLES: 8

MADRONE PICNIC AREA
 PEOPLE: 100

TABLES: 12 

MAPLE PICNIC AREA
 PEOPLE: 100

TABLES: 12



Sports + Active Recreation
Picnic Areas
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Park hours and use
Hours The Park opens at 8am. Closing time changes 

seasonally, and is posted.

Pets Pets are not allowed in the Park. 

Fires Barbeques are allowed only in barbeque pits  
using charcoal; no portable barbeques.

Smoking No smoking in County Parks, on trails, or at 
historical sites.

Please protect the Park’s natural environment and do not 
disturb or remove any plants or animals. 

Trails 
A number of paved trails wind through Flood Park.

 Walkers, runners, and bicyclists share 
these trails. Please be alert and courteous 
to all trail users.

 Bicyclists always yield to other trail users.

20 Existing Drop-in Picnic Areas

• Each picnic area has tables and a 
grill



Sports + Active Recreation
Picnic Areas

What type of event would you hold at the Flood Park picnic areas?



Sports + Active Recreation
Picnic Areas

What size group would you bring to Flood Park?

SMALL
1-20 PEOPLE

MEDIUM
21-50 PEOPLE

LARGE
51-100 PEOPLE

EXTRA LARGE 
100+ PEOPLE



Sports + Active Recreation
Picnic Areas

Picnic areas could include:

Note: All picnic areas will include accessible facilities. 

TABLES

WATER

WASTE RECEPTACLESGRILLS

POWER


